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Introduction to OWGP

Delivery:
Budget of £100m over ten years to provide:
• Business Transformation – structured programmes to help 

companies grow.
• Grant Funding – for developing new products, services, 

capacity and capability

Funding:
• OWIC (offshore wind developers) are funding OWGP.
• OWGP will leverage regional and national public funding

OWGP is a long-term business transformation programme for 
the UK offshore wind supply chain



Grant Funding

22 projects have received OWGP grant funding so far…



Business Transformation

The WEST Pilot Programme has supported 32 companies by enabling access to 
bespoke consultancy support including:

The Sharing in Growth Offshore Wind Pilot now has 5 companies working 
through the programme with 3 further applicants undergoing due diligence 
assessment.  Companies include:



Innovation Grants 
(Sept 2021)



Innovation Grants

For projects that will result in market-ready solutions to accelerate offshore 
wind consenting and site development activities.

The aims of this competition are to:
• Enable the commercialisation of products, services and technologies that 

will support offshore wind developers with project-level site development 
during the consenting phase (including ongoing monitoring/mitigation).

• Support the growth of UK businesses in terms of UK content, jobs, exports 
and IP in the offshore wind sector.

Total funding pot is £3m

Grants can be between £25k and £100k

Projects of between 6- and 18- months duration



UK Context

Offshore Wind Leasing Round 4

• At least 7GW of new offshore wind around 
England & Wales.

• Leasing process consists of five stages
• Pre-Qualification Questionnaire
• ITT Stage 1 (Spring-Summer 2020)
• ITT Stage 2 (2020 – 2021)
• Plan Level Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 

(Spring 2021 – Spring 2022)
• Agreement for Lease

• Developers will then undertake project specific 
environmental assessments as part of their 
application for development consent.

• This development and consenting process is 
estimated to take 5 years.

• Estimated costs are £120,000/MW or 3.5% of 
the total lifecycle costs of an offshore wind farm 
i.e. £120m for a 1GW farm

(BVG Associates, 2019)



UK Context

ScotWind 1
• 10GW target of additional offshore wind capacity in Scottish waters to be 

delivered in 2027-32.

Expected in Q1 2022

(The Crown Estate Scotland, 2021)

(www.offshorewindscotland.org.uk)



Scope

OWGP is seeking applications from UK companies with proposals focused on one of the following areas 
relevant to offshore wind consenting and site development:
• New environmental survey/impact assessment technologies/techniques

• Ornithological, Marine Mammal, Benthic, Fish, Shellfish etc.

• Ongoing monitoring, mitigation and compensation
• Includes monitoring during pre-construction, construction and operation to identify actual impacts of the project and compare 

to what was predicted in EIA, and inform future decision making.
• Includes best practice mitigation measures to avoid adverse impact on biodiversity e.g. approach to biodiversity management 

during construction and operation.
• Includes compensation techniques where adverse effects on site integrity and/or conservation objectives cannot be ruled out.

• Nature inclusive/environmentally friendly designs.
• New seabed/profiling survey technologies/techniques

• Geotechnical, Geophysical, Hydrographical

• Data analysis techniques
• Data sharing platforms
• Technologies to optimize scoping/site selection

https://owgp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/OWGP-Innovation-Grants-Sept-2021-Scope-Guidance.pdf
https://owgp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/OWGP-Innovation-Grants-Sept-2021-Scope-Guidance.pdf


Eligibility

Applicants must meet the following criteria:

• Be a UK-registered company of any size 
• Applicants must NOT be in receipt of current OWGP grant funding 

through a funding competition launched within the last 12 months e.g. 
2020 Development Grants.

• Applicants that are resubmitting a proposal from a previous OWGP 
funding competition may only resubmit ONCE.

• Any new technologies/products must be near-to-market – early stage 
concepts and/or prototypes are not eligible.

• Demonstrate a clear business need or market opportunity for their
solution that aligns with the scope areas.

• Show a clear intent to grow the business in terms of turnover, UK jobs, 
exports and IP 

• Provide a matched contribution of at least 50% to the total project costs 
• Make only one submission to this funding call per company 
• Explain how this project would not take place without OWGP support 

Your project’s grant from OWGP must
be between £25k and £100k.

Applicants must demonstrate the
ability to contribute cash or in-kind
investment of at least 50% of the
total project budget.

e.g. £200k project could be made up
of £100k OWGP Innovation Grant,
£50k cash investment from the
company and £50k in-kind company
contribution.



Project Team

In addition to the Lead Organisation (applicant), we encourage the inclusion of other organisations as 
part of the wider Project Team or in an advisory capacity as and where this is appropriate: 

• Other UK-based business, academic institution, public sector organisation, charity or Research and 
Technology Organisation (RTO)

• Key stakeholders/regulatory bodies e.g. Natural England, Marine Scotland, JNCC, The Crown Estate, 
Crown Estate Scotland

If you are seeking suitable partners, the OWGP may be able to help find appropriate companies to 
approach. Please get in touch with the team at info@owgp.org.uk who can also direct you to the 
appropriate representative within your regional Cluster.

The OWGP may consider an overseas Delivery Partner if the capability does not currently exist in the UK.  
This should be clearly justified in your application.

Please note: The OWGP will contract with and allocate grant payments to the Lead Organisation ONLY.  
All project partners will be sub-contractors to the Lead Organisation.

mailto:info@owgp.org.uk


How to Apply

https://owgp.org.uk/about/grant-funding/

Innovation Grants September 2021

We recommend you download our Scope & Guidance document 
before starting the form

• We are now using Microsoft Forms for our applications

• Questions are a blend of text box responses (max 600 words), 
numerical and drop-down responses

Please note - you will NOT be able to save and return to your 
application within the form. We therefore strongly recommend that you 
draft responses to the questions which are found in the Development 
Grants Scope and Guidance Document before copying these into the 

form for submission. You will be able to save a PDF copy of your 
responses after submission.

https://owgp.org.uk/about/grant-funding/
https://owgp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/OWGP-Innovation-Grants-Sept-2021-Scope-Guidance.pdf
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=R4KE2RusbUeKLnx2ESlng-8IattmxOtIpC_iWxWtJ5NUME9TSFk2SUxFVDZQOEY2QlU0RU1CMjU4Ty4u


Supporting Material

• Applicants can submit one appendix to support your answers, e.g. business plan, project plan, risk 
register, letters of support. 

• It must be a PDF and can be up to five pages long. The font must be legible when printed on A4-sized paper.

• If you intend to submit an appendix, please select "yes" in response to the Question 48 so we can 
make sure to include in the assessment pack.

• Please save the appendix in the following format: COMPANY_NAME_Appendix_2021.pdf

• Please send this by email to info@owgp .org.uk using the subject line "COMPANY_NAME Innovation 
Grant Appendix" no later than 5pm on Friday 29th October 2021.



Assessment

• The Innovation Grants Competition consists of a single-stage application process.

• Applications will reviewed by the OWGP Programme Team to ensure the project proposal meets the 
scope and eligibility criteria.

• Applications will then be evaluated by a pool of independent external assessors.
• OWGP will be launching a “Call for External Assessors” in late September

• Assessment will only be based on the information submitted by applicants

• Applicants will be notified of the decision via email on or before 17th December 2021 and will receive 
feedback shortly afterwards.



Evaluation Criteria

Criteria Weighting Guidance

Company background and 
relevance to this call 10% Applicants should demonstrate relevant experience or be well-suited to delivery in the

offshore wind. The applicant should also display a strong knowledge of the market.

Understanding of the 
challenge/market opportunity 10%

An applicant must show a clear understanding of the challenges they are trying to solve with
use of the OWGP funding.

Appropriateness of the 
solution in addressing the 

challenge 
20%

The applicant must justify with sound reasoning how the proposed solution is well-suited to
the challenge or opportunity identified. The applicant should clearly detail the benefits to the
customer, the route to market and how it will unlock business growth within the offshore
wind sector.

Quality of project delivery and 
exploitation of results 20%

This is an opportunity to describe what the project will do. The applicant must demonstrate a
sound project plan with a clear understanding of the risks around delivery of the project, as
well as evidence for how the deliverables will be utilised by the Applicant’s business.

Additionality and value for 
money 20% An Applicant must demonstrate the added value the project offers to the OWGP and the UK,

and whether the project would go ahead without the funding from OWGP.

Alignment with OWGP KPIs 20% An Applicant must indicate what the impact will be on company growth KPIs: Jobs, turnover,
IP, exports, and identify additional benefits/impacts.



Timescales

Event Date

Call Opens 6th September 2021

Online Briefing Event 16th September 2021 from 2:00pm – 3:00pm

Application deadline 29th October 2021

Applicants notified On or before 17th December 2021

Project Start Date On or before 1st April 2022

If you are not sure whether a project fits within aforementioned criteria, or have any questions about 
the competition please contact claire.canning@ore.catapult.org.uk prior to submitting an application.

mailto:claire.canning@ore.catapult.org.uk


Submission

Step (1) Ensure that you have registered on the website: 
https://owgp.org.uk/register-interest/

Step (2) Draft responses to the application questions found in the          
Innovation Grant Scope & Guidance Doc

Step (3) Paste your responses into the Online Application Form and submit

Step (4) Submit any supporting material (up to 5 pages) to info@owgp.org.uk
before 5pm on the stated deadline.

Step (5) You will receive an email acknowledgement to confirm that your 
application has been received.

https://owgp.org.uk/register-interest/
https://owgp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/OWGP-Innovation-Grants-Sept-2021-Scope-Guidance.pdf
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=R4KE2RusbUeKLnx2ESlng-8IattmxOtIpC_iWxWtJ5NUME9TSFk2SUxFVDZQOEY2QlU0RU1CMjU4Ty4u
mailto:info@owgp.org.uk


Helpful Resources

• National Policy Statement for Renewable Energy Infrastructure (EN-3) – Offshore 
Wind Section 2.20 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/atta
chment_data/file/1015236/en-3-draft-for-consultation.pdf

• Offshore Wind Innovation Hub Roadmaps 
https://offshorewindinnovationhub.com/category/operations-maintenance/

• A Guide to Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) for Offshore Wind Leasing 
Round https://www.thecrownestate.co.uk/media/3891/10935-tce-a-guide-to-hra-
june-2021-update-v3.pdf

• The Crown Estate Scotland ScotWind Leasing: Launch Summary 
https://www.crownestatescotland.com/resources/documents/scotwind-leasing-
launch-summary-1

• Sectoral Marine Plan for Offshore Wind Energy 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/sectoral-marine-plan-offshore-wind-
energy/pages/3/

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1015236/en-3-draft-for-consultation.pdf
https://offshorewindinnovationhub.com/category/operations-maintenance/
https://www.thecrownestate.co.uk/media/3891/10935-tce-a-guide-to-hra-june-2021-update-v3.pdf
https://www.crownestatescotland.com/resources/documents/scotwind-leasing-launch-summary-1
https://www.gov.scot/publications/sectoral-marine-plan-offshore-wind-energy/pages/3/


Current and Future 
Opportunities



Wind Expert Support Toolkit (WEST)

WEST is a low intensity intervention within the
OWGP’s business transformation programme
and aims to support growth of supply chain
companies entering or already embedded in
the offshore wind sector.

WEST is a short-term foundation entry point
support activity that will include:
• an assessment of a company’s needs
• bespoke and targeted market intelligence,

insight, specialist advice and support
• recommendations for next steps

intermediate

advanced

medium intensity

high intensity

Intensity: time, cost and return on investment

WEST

W



Wind Expert Support Toolkit (WEST) W

Supporting companies to become more competitive within 
the Offshore Wind Supply Chain

• By providing structured business improvement activities
• By encouraging and supporting more UK businesses into the offshore wind supply 

chain by attracting cross-sector engagement and helping potential new market 
entrants to overcome barriers to diversification

The WEST programme will additionally provide OWGP with a greater understanding of the needs 
of the supply chain continually informing and shaping future intervention activities and business 

transformation offerings
Total funding pot is £700k

Supporting 60-70 
companies



Target

WEST is open to companies and organisations 
with the following characteristics: 

Start-up companies and organisations based in the UK
who wish to work in the offshore wind sector

Established UK companies or organisations who work in other
sectors who wish to transition into the offshore wind sector

UK companies or organisations already working in the offshore wind
sector requiring more focused support or strategic input to enhance their
future direction and growth opportunities

W



Sharing in Growth Offshore Wind

The OWGP Sharing in Growth Offshore Wind Programme is open to companies 
and organisations with the following characteristics: 

UK companies already working
in the offshore wind sector
requiring focused support or
strategic input to enhance their
future direction and growth
opportunities

Ambitious companies looking to commit
themselves to accelerate growth

Site turnover of between £5m – 100m
per annum

Site headcount of >45 staff

Flyer with more 
information

HERE

Application 
Form
HERE

https://owgp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/SiG-Offshore-Wind-Programme-Flyer-Nov-2020.pdf
https://owgp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/SiG-Offshore-Wind-Programme-Flyer-Nov-2020.pdf
https://owgp.org.uk/about/business-transformation-programmes/


Opportunities

NOW OPEN!

NOV 2021!

(CLOSED)

BOTH PROGRAMMES ACTIVELY 
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
NOW!

WEST Scope & Guidance
WEST Application Form

SiG Scope & Guidance
SiG EoI Form
SiG Info Flyer

Grant Funding 
opportunities

Useful Links:

https://owgp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/OWGP-WEST-Programme-2021-Scope-Guidance.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=R4KE2RusbUeKLnx2ESlng-8IattmxOtIpC_iWxWtJ5NUMUZHVlFBNTlLQ1NRTDZUSzRFS05GN0MzQy4u&wdLOR=c859A81A4-4F90-4066-84C2-5B032CD3A3BC
https://owgp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/OWGP-SiG-OW-Scope-Guidance-v3.pdf
https://owgp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Sharing-in-Growth-Offshore-Wind-Expression-of-Interest-Application-Final.pdf
https://owgp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/SiG-Offshore-Wind-Programme-Flyer-Jan-2021.pdf
https://owgp.org.uk/about/grant-funding/


Q&A



FAQs

“My company is currently receiving grant funding from a previous OWGP Funding Competition, am I eligible to apply for Innovation 
Grant Funding?”  If you are receiving funding from a competition launched in the last 12-months you are not eligible to apply e.g. 
Development Grants 2020.

“Will submitting an application to the Innovation Grants call preclude me from applying to the next Development Grants competition?” 
No, you will be notified of the award decision for the innovation grants call before the Stage 1 Application window closes for the next 
Development Grant call. Reminder: there will be Development Grant calls every 6 months.

“I am participating in one of the Business Transformation programmes (WEST/SiG), am I eligible to apply?” Yes, and vice-versa

“Could please confirm the percentage of funding available to Universities, RTO etc?”  Unlike Innovate UK there is no set RTO or 
academic institution allowance.  Funding is allocated to the Lead Organisation who can sub-contract elements of the scope to project 
partners.  The total project costs including allocation to sub-contracting should be detailed in the application.

“I noticed on the OWGP call a company’s 50% match can be made up of 25% cash contribution and 25% contributions in kind. Could
you advise what the acceptable “contributions in kind” are for this grant please?”  Typically this would be time spent on the project and 
indicated in the Labour Costs.  It may also include in-kind materials or facilities.



www.owgp.org.uk 
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