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FORTH AND TAY OFFSHORE 
Forth & Tay Offshore (FTO), one of eight UK offshore wind clusters, was established to drive the 
growth of offshore energy on the east coast of Scotland.

We’re seeking to build upon the area’s well-established strengths by developing its supply chain 
and workforce in support of the commitments in the Offshore Wind Sector Deal. Our vision for 
2030 is for the region to become home to a thriving, comprehensive, internationally competitive 
offshore energy supply chain serving local, national and international projects.

FTO is supported by developers and public sector organisations including: EDF Renewables; SSE 
Renewables; Red Rock Power; Scottish Enterprise; and Dundee, Fife, Angus, East Lothian, Perth & 
Kinross, Scottish Borders and the City of Edinburgh Councils.

To find out how FTO can support your organisation’s ambitions for offshore energy, please  
visit our website: www.forthandtayoffshore.co.uk

WHY SCOTLAND
Scotland’s extensive offshore renewable resource are internationally renowned. The country is 
playing a key role in the development of European offshore wind energy and delivery of the UK’s 
climate change targets. 

• 1 GW in operation

•	 1.4GW	in	construction

• 2.5 GW with consent

Scotland is a leading location for offshore wind innovation, hosting the world’s first floating wind 
farm as well as the world’s largest floating wind farm, which is currently under construction.

There is also significant national and international interest in the new ScotWind leasing round, 
which will open up 21 zones for potential development around Scotland’s coast.

WHY FORTH AND TAY?
Forth and Tay is ideally-placed to serve the next generation of offshore wind farms in the North 
Sea and beyond:

•	 Five	of	the	UK’s	leading	offshore	developers	based	in	central	Scotland

•	 Key	elements	of	supply	chain,	with	expertise	in	offshore	wind	and	large,	complex	offshore	 
engineering projects

•	 Knowledge	base	–	education,	training	and	consultancy

•	 Infrastructure	–	diverse	range	of	ports	suitable	for	manufacturing,	construction	and/or	O&M	

•	 More	than	3.1GW	of	projects	in	development

•	 Close	links	between	developers,	suppliers,	enterprise	agencies	and	local	authorities	
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PROJECTS
Forth and Tay is home to a 3.1GW pipeline of projects at various stages of development, 
which is expected to grow yet further following the completion of the ScotWind leasing 
round next year. 

Key projects in the Forth and Tay area include:

•	 Inch	Cape	–	up	to	72	turbines	(Red	Rock	Power)

•	 Neart	na	Gaoithe	–	448MW	project	with	Contract	for	Difference	(CfD)	and	due	to	 
	 commence	generation	in	2022	(EDF	Renewables)

•	 Seagreen	–	proposed	for	construction	up	to	1,075MW,	having	secured	a	CfD	for	454MW	via		 	
	 Allocation	Round	3	(SSE	Renewables)

The region is also a focus for offshore wind innovation, hosting Cierco’s 18MW Forthwind 
demonstration project just off the coast of Methil, Fife, which secured a CfD in Allocation 
Round 3.

Supported by SDI, the region’s public agencies are primed to help UK and overseas 
entities establish themselves in the region and guide companies on the many support 
mechanisms in place.

Companies locating in Forth and Tay can benefit from an abundance of modern office 
space and strong coastal manufacturing footprint.
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INFRASTRUCTURE 
The area has a range of ports and quayside infrastructure suitable for offshore wind 
manufacturing, construction and O&M, as well as oil and gas decommissioning. 

ABERDEEN
Aberdeen Harbour is Europe’s premier marine support centre for the oil and gas industry 
and the main commercial port serving North East Scotland.  Construction of the new South 
Harbour commenced in 2017 and the £350m project will accommodate the larger vessels 
that have become commonplace on sea routes around the world. The expansion up-
scales opportunities for existing customers and opens the door to new markets and will see 
Aberdeen Harbour become the largest port in Scotland in terms of berthage, as well as one 
of the most tidally unrestricted.

MONTROSE
Montrose is a busy oil and gas service centre with the potential to support offshore wind.  
The port offers water depths of up to 8m, 100 metres of quayside, 130,000m2 of open 
storage, 42,000m2 of covered storage, and has been selected as the preferred location for 
the Operations and Maintenance base for SSE’s Seagreen offshore wind farm.

DUNDEE
Strategically located on the east coast of Scotland, between Aberdeen and the central belt, 
Dundee Port offers deep-water berths, extensive landside project areas and extensive land 
reserves available for development. 

METHIL
Situated on the northern shore of the Firth of Forth, the Port of Methil is ideally positioned to 
serve the emerging renewable energy sector as it continues to grow year on year. The port 
benefits from facilities accommodating the repair, maintenance, and supply of offshore 
drilling rigs and tankers, made possible taking advantage of the deep, sheltered water of 
Largo Bay and the specialist services in Methil and its locality.

In addition, Energy Park Fife is capable of supporting the largest oil and gas renewables 
projects and encompasses a 55 ha engineering site, Methil Docks, Methil Docks Business 
Park and Low Carbon Investment Park. It is ideally suited for a range of marine energy 
activities, in particular manufacturing, fabrication and engineering, R&D and operations 
and maintenance.

BURNTISLAND
The Port of Burntisland houses two major tenants including Burntisland Fabrications (BiFab) 
and Briggs Marine who uses the port as a base to service ships coming in and out of the 
Forth. Recent years have seen port traffic driven upwards through increased coastal 
shipping and opportunities within the offshore renewable energy sector.

ROSYTH
Located in Fife on the north bank of the river Forth, the port served as the marine and 
prefabrication hub for the construction of the £1.4billion Queensferry Crossing. Facilities 
include large laydown areas adjacent to quaysides, heavy lift capability, deep-water 
berths, warehousing, and access to Forth Ports’ mobile fleet of cargo-handling equipment.

Leith
Scotland’s largest enclosed deep-water port with the capability of handling vessels up 
to 50,000 deadweight tonnes. Located to the north east of Edinburgh, less than 3 miles 
from the city centre, the port has access to Scotland’s road and rail networks and is well 
positioned for all North Sea shipping activities.

EYEMOUTH
Eyemouth is Scotland’s most southerly port which can accommodate vessels  
up to 2 metres draft at all states of tide, and which offers direct access by road 
and two pontoons suitable for workboats. 
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The area has a range of ports and 
quayside infrastructure suitable 
for manufacturing, construction 
and O&M for offshore wind, as well 
as oil and gas decommissioning. 
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BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT
Forth and Tay is already a recognised hub for offshore wind development, hosting  
developers, consultants, skills agencies and the supply chain companies with  
significant experience and expertise.  

Leading Developers
EDF Renewables, Red Rock Power and EDPR’s Scottish offshore wind farm projects are all 
being managed from their offices in Edinburgh. A number of newer entrants are also 
based in the area, such as Cierco and Flotation Energy.  Scottish Power Renewables 
and SSE Renewables, both companies with national and international ambitions, are 
headquartered nearby in Glasgow.

Established Suppliers
The area’s long-standing involvement in the oil and gas industry and early stages of 
offshore wind means that there is a strong network of local suppliers:

•	 Briggs	Marine

•	 Texo

•	 Utility	ROV

•	 BiFab

•	 Oceaneering

In addition, the cluster has links to other major supply chain companies around  
Scotland, such as:

•	 Seaway	7	

• CS Wind 

•	 James	Fisher	Marine

Knowledge Base
A strong advisory community has grown up around the sector, with huge expertise in 
supporting developers through:

• Site selection

• Environmental assessment and management

• Planning and consenting

• Contracting

• Financing

•	 Construction

•	 Monitoring

Leading businesses with a strong presence or head office in Forth & Tay include the 
Green Investment Group, Pinsent Masons, CMS, Shepherd and Wedderburn, and Wood.
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INNOVATION
The east coast of Scotland is home to a number of world class universities and 
innovation centres, ideally placed to unlock many of the challenges for the future of 
offshore wind.

• Centre for Innovation in Energy Storage - University of St Andrews

•	 Concrete	Technology	Unit	-	The	University	of	Dundee	

•	 Abertay	University	

•	 Institute	of	GeoEnergy	Engineering	-	Heriot	Watt	University

•	 Institute	for	Energy	Systems	-	University	of	Edinburgh

•	 University	of	Aberdeen

•	 Michelin	Scotland	Innovation	Parc

In addition, the Offshore Renewable Energy Catapult (OREC) and the University  
of Strathclyde are less than an hour’s journey from Edinburgh, with OREC’s  
7MW demonstration turbine located at Energy Park Fife.

FTO is working to strengthen links between these centres of expertise and build new links 
with industry.

Edinburgh
Glasgow

St Andrews
Dundee

Stirling

Aberdeen

The east coast of Scotland is home  
to A number of internationally  
recognised universities and  
innovation centres....
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SKILLS
Forth and Tay already supports a diverse offshore engineering workforce, with increased 
training provision being put in place to support the ongoing growth of offshore wind.

Further Education
Fife Council has been involved in The College Wind & Marine Training Network since 2012, 
collaborating with other further education institutes to deliver an industry-devised Wind 
Turbine Technician programme to support large-scale renewables across Scotland. 

The Energy Skills Partnership is now working with Borders, Dundee & Angus and Fife 
colleges to support FTO in building the capability and capacity to support wind turbine 
training in line with industry demand for future skills needs.

Higher Education
There are seven universities in the region, with expertise across all the areas required 
to support the growing offshore energy sector and its supply chain, from dedicated 
engineering schools through to business management, legal and finance.

Vocational
Given the area’s strong industrial heritage, it is no surprise that there are numerous 
training providers delivering courses and accreditation in areas such as offshore safety, 
working at height, power systems and hydraulics.

Scotland-Wide
Almost 13,000 students are studying courses related to renewable energy at Scotland’s 
universities and colleges, according to a recent report from Scottish Renewables. 
Scotland also has several skills agencies working with industry, schools, colleges and 
universities to ensure skills gaps are identified and addressed in order to maximise 
opportunities as the sector continues to grow and innovate.   
https://directory.esp-scotland.ac.uk/

According to a recent report  
by industry body, Scottish  
Renewables, almost 13,000 students 
are studying courses related to 
renewable energy at Scottish  
Universities and colleges.
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Working Together
In order to ensure the success of our mission, Forth & Tay Offshore will work in tandem 
with other industries. Forth and Tay Decommissioning has created an integrated, end-
to-end service for the North Sea oil and gas industry which is strategically positioned at 
the Port of Dundee. There is an opportunity for the Forth & Tay Cluster to play a key role in 
the energy transition, partnering with other offshore sectors and building on transferable 
skills and capabilities.

As well as an established track record in offshore wind, our local supply chain companies 
have supported and been integral to major infrastructure and complex security critical 
platform projects including the new Queensferry Crossing and both two of the Royal 
Navy’s new aircraft carriers.

The Tay Cities Deal will see major investment in East Central Scotland, with Angus, Dundee, 
Fife and Perth and Kinross all set to benefit. The Deal includes support for manufacturing 
growth, and these regions already have a positive track record of collaboration and 
successfully working together.

Similarly, the Edinburgh and South East Scotland City Region Deal will bring similar 
investment to the region; the Forth & Tay Offshore Cluster will align both regions to offer 
the market one of the most comprehensive offshore clusters in Europe.

To find out more or to get involved, please get in touch.

As well as an established track 
record in offshore wind, our 
local supply chain companies  
have supported and been integral 
to major infrastructure and  
complex security critical  
PROJECTS
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OUR PARTNERS

Get Involved
We are here to help businesses like 

yours build or grow their presence in 
the offshore wind market, so if there 

are ways we can help you then  
we want to hear from you!

And to make sure we keep you  
up-to-date on market opportunities 

then please sign  
up for updates and events  

on the FTO website at  
www.forthandtayoffshore.co.uk	


